
The third month of my experience in Greece: growing the impact 

 

The third month in a new place is the moment you start to listen to your aspirations and 
ideas. It is also the moment you start having opinions about the environment around you 

and how it could be. I am in the halfway of the 6-months project here for my EVS in 
Arsis Thessaloniki, so now I am shaping my action, trying to adapt to the needs of the 
people I'm working with. And putting my vision into game. 

 

I think that the practice of adaptation is included and coherent with the idea of 
intercultural social work. By adapting to the special conditions of the context, one can 

grow his competences in order to improve the impact of his action. This is valid specially 
when the work involves people from a migration background. In this environment, 
flexibility and ability to listen are basic. So if you make plans, be sure that they won't 

realize as you expected. In the end, it is normal that inclusion follows a different path, 
based on each group, person, space it takes place. 

 

In my personal experience, the last month has been the most busy at the workplace and 
indeed, full of unexpected changes. 

 

My first idea was to organise and conduce some theatre workshops for children of all 
ages in the youth support centre: from 6 to 18 years old, all together: for sure you can 

have a great time. But the activity are mostly based on the idea of playing for fun. By 
listening to the older ones, we decided to start a teenager group. Teenagers have got 
complex universes inside, and many ways to express them. After the first workshop, we 

are now confident that such a group will be a safe place to grow their ability to connect 
and share. Similarly, I have started to teach the first english course of my life. Honestly, I 

could never expect to be an english teacher. Shortly after we started a class with adults, 
we noticed that an english course for children was needed. In the end I am teaching 
english for a total of 5 hours, 3 classes classes per week both for adults and the smaller 

class I ever met in my life! 



 
 

Towards the end of an experience, or at least, after the first half of that, you can start 

evaluating your growth. So far I am really satisfied with my EVS, since I had the 
possibility to meet people, change something of myself and have big improvements in my 

skills, such as leading a group, teaching theatre and english to small children and 
teenagers. The next three months will be spent on finalising my projects: give them a 
strong organization in order to facilitate the empowerment of the participants, take care 

of the processes while looking for possible outcomes and dissemination strategies. 
The last words are for Greece: this country is breathtaking and it's always worth to go 

out of the city to discover. It is so nice, it could be awaken my photographic instinct 
(which is really lazy!). 


