WHAT IS THE ELFO PROJECT ?

TRAINING PATHS FOR CITIZENS
INTERESTED IN BECOMING
GUARDIANS AND FOSTER CARERS:

The Elfo project is a transnational initiative, co-funded by the Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme
of the European Union, which aims at reinforcing the roles of guardians and foster carers as key actors to
provide support to children, prevent harm and protect children who are victims of violence or at risk,
within a child rights-based framework.

“Special attention should be paid to the quality of alternative
care provision, both in residential and in family-based care,
in particular with regard to the professional skills, selection,
training and supervision of carers. Their role and functions

The project is structured along the following actions:
• Organization of training paths for citizens and institutional actors working
within the guardianship and foster care systems
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• Activation of support mechanisms and accompaniment measures to
support the roles of guardians and carers
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the child’s parents or legal guardians.”...”Persons exercising
such legal responsibility should be reputable individuals with
relevant knowledge of children’s issues, an ability to work
directly with children and an understanding of any special and
cultural needs of the children to be entrusted to them. They
should receive appropriate training and professional support in
this regard. They should be in a position to make independent
and impartial decisions that are in the best interests of the
children concerned and that promote and safeguard each
child’s welfare.”...Training should be provided to all carers on
vulnerability of children”...
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To understand orientations and opportunities to analyse one’s
own professional, civic, existential and intergenerational
experience in the light of a culture grounded on human rights,
on the recognition of each person’s centrality and of his/her
unique story.
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To reinforce the knowledge of the core elements representing
a child-rights based approach to childhood and adolescence.
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The training path envisaged by the Elfo project pursues the
following objectives:
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To share the possibility to use the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child in the analysis and implementation of activities for
and with children and adolescents.

POSITIONING
To highlight the implications and professional, deontological,
civic and cultural choices that can be determined by human
rights both towards children and the more general social and
economic context.

“This brochure has been produced with the financial support of the Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme of the European Union.
The contents of this brochure are the sole responsibility of ARSIS - Association for the Social Support of Youth and can in no way be
taken to reflect the views of the European Commission.”

If you are interested in undertaking a training path to become a guardian or foster carer,
send us an email to:
ARSIS:infothes@arsis.gr or Directorate of Social Welfare: f.tegos@pmk.gov.gr
For more information please visit our website: http:/arsis.gr or contact us at ARSIS:
2310526150 or at Directorate of Social Welfare: 2313330872
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Regional Directorate of Social Assistance Pernik (Bulgaria)
Directorate of Social Welfare, Region of Central Macedonia (Greece)
Municipality of Genoa (Italy)
National Commission for the Promotion and Protection of Children Rights (Portugal)
Autonomus Social Services (Spain)

Come along and join us in
the “land of Elves”, a world
that is closer to children and
adolescents, more respectful
of their rights and oriented
by the principle of the best
interests of the child.

APERTI ALLA CITTADINANZA
PER ASPIRANTI TUTORI VOLONTARI
E FAMIGLIE AFFIDATARIE

The Elfo project is managed by a partnership of NGOs from Bulgaria, Greece,
Italy, Portugal and Spain and is supported, in each of these countries,
by a public institution:

CO-FUNDED BY THE RIGHTS,
EQUALITY AND CITIZENSHIP (REC)
PROGRAMME OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

PERCORSI FORMATIVI

WHAT IS FOSTER CARE

WHAT IS GUARDIANSHIP

Foster care is a form of alternative care
for national or non-national children

WHO ARE THE CHILDREN
DEPRIVED OF PARENTAL
CARE

Under European law, a child who is
permanently or temporarily deprived of
his or her parents and family has a right
to a legally recognized guardian. The
guardian is responsible for the legal
representation of the child and
guarantees his/her care and best
interests. Guardians also have an
important role in ensuring that the
human rights of the child are respected
and that the child’s needs are met.

TUTELA VOLONTARIA
E AFFIDO FAMIGLIARE
PER LA PROMOZIONE DEI DIRITTI
DEI MINORENNI SOLI

in unstable family situations or whose
families of origin are temporarily absent.
The child is hosted within a family or
single person who provide care for the
child.

Foster care is therefore a service to help and support children and
provide them with a supportive, protective and caring environment
that helps them develop their full potential.
Most citizens can become foster carers regardless of whether they
are single, married or living in a partnership, provided that they
have attended an adequate training process.

themselves in unstable family situations
or temporary absence of the family of
origin.
Each child under 18 years-old, regardless of the
child’s national origin, his/her gender, language, religion or other
characteristics, has the right to enjoy all the rights enshrined in the
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

The guardian is not in charge of
hosting the child but supports the
child in having his/her rights respected.
A guardian can therefore also have a
monitoring role.

The Convention recognises that each child, for the complete
development of his/her personality, should grow up in a family
environment, in a climate of happiness, love and comprehension.

process that includes key concepts related to the rights of children
and adolescents, the relevant national and international legal
framework as well as psycho-social and intercultural aspects.

